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the anarchy that prevailed. Every petty governor '
introduced as a Nawab, an assumption of rank which
so enraged him. that, after eighteen had been presented
in one day, he ordered his guards to scourge the next
visitor who ventured to assume the title in his presence.
Amongst those who did homage to the Nizam was the
son of Suf dar Ali. He was well received, but, in view
of his extreme youth, Asaf Jah appointed the com-
mander of his own army Nawab of the Carnatic ; and,
on his death, selected Anwar-ud-din Khan, a brave ex-
perienced soldier, to succeed him. Until the Nizam's
visit the Carnatic had been governed by members of a
Nowait family, which, at the time of the Mogul conquest,
had received extensive jagirs in the* district. Their rule
had, on the whole, been mild and generous; and the
introduction of a stranger caused general dissatisfaction.
In deference to this feeling the Nizam only appointed
Anwar-ud-din administrator of the district and guardian
of the young prince, who was to be installed as Nawab
when he came of age.
Anwar-ud-din arrived at Arcot in April 1744, and at
first all went well. A fitting provision was made for the
maintenance of Said Mahomed in his palace at Arcot -y and
the only source of disquietude was the overbearing con-
duct of the Pathans who had been in his father's service.
In June 1744 Said Mahomed presided at the wedding
of one of his relations, and in this capacity had to
receive Murtaza Ali, the murderer of his father. Anwar-
ud-din was also invited, and as Said went forward
to meet him, with his richly attired guests, the leader
of the Pathans came forward and plunged a dagger into
his heart. As the lad fell a thousand swords leaped